THE MINISTER AND POLAND^ POLICY
partitioned or oppressed Poland meant no peace but
always a sword in Europe, while a strong, satisfied,
strongly supported Poland meant that in the east, the
real European storm centre, there was an independent
Power which, by separating the main combatants, stood
always for stability and peace.
Over against this real position and importance of
Poland stood the position to which she appeared to have
been relegated by some influential sections of public
opinion in Great Britain. This Polish country, one of
the largest in Europe in point of area and population,
had come to be classed among the smaller and minor
nations which had hardly any right to a policy of their
own, and which had received their independence as a
beneficent gift by reason of exertions in war by those
who were infinitely stronger and more powerful than
themselves. The ancient Polish frontier of the Pomorze,
more than half the size of Belgium, was christened under
such influences as the * Corridor* par excellence^ and by
nine out of ten of the publicists of Great Britain was
regarded as a narrow strip of essentially German territory
illegitimately and intolerably dividing Prussia into two
separate areas. The classical expression of this attitude
of mind was the Locarno Treaty in 1925, which in view
of its subsequent history must surely now be regarded
as most unfortunate in its influences on European peace
sad especially in the cause of European disarmament.
For this Locarno Treaty appeared to imply that, in the
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